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Bedwas Infants School 
Collective Worship Policy
Rationale
The aim of collective worship in schools is described in Welsh Office Circular 10/94:
‘Collective worship in schools should aim to provide the opportunity for pupils to worship God, to consider the spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs; to encourage participation and response, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to, watching and joining in the worship offered; and to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and reinforce positive attitudes.’

Assembly is an important part of school life and contributes significantly towards creating a sense of community. Included in the daily gathering is an act of collective worship
The Education Reform Act 1988 and the Welsh Office Circular 10/94 set out the legal requirements for collective worship in schools in Wales.  The requirements are: 

· schools must provide collective worship daily for all registered pupils;
· most acts of collective worship in each term should be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character. This means that they should reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular Christian denomination;
· collective worship can take place at any time during the school day;
· collective worship can be provided to pupils in any sized group, for example, as a class, a year group, a phase group or a whole-school community; 

· collective worship should take account of the family backgrounds, ages and aptitudes of the pupils involved. 

What is Collective Worship?
An act of collective worship is distinct from an assembly. Although they often take place during the same gathering, the difference between the two should be clear.  Collective worship in schools can take a number of forms and may take some or all may incorporate one or more of these components. 

Reflection – pupils may be encouraged to listen to, watch or reflect on an appropriate stimulus, such as a reading from the Bible or other religious writing, a video, a song, a piece of music, an artefact, a poem, a story, a photograph, a picture, a prayer, a question, or a talk from a member of staff or visiting speaker. 

Prayer – pupils may be encouraged to say a prayer aloud together or to pray individually in silence. 

Song – pupils may be encouraged to sing a hymn or other worship song together. 

Purposes of Assemblies and Collective Worship
The purposes of assemblies and collective worship are to
· support the spiritual, moral and social development of the children;
· improve pupils’ understanding of the world;
· promote a sense of the school as a community with shared values;
· develop a respect for and an appreciation of the world’s differing religions, cultures and nationalities;
· foster caring and tolerant attitudes and behaviour;
· provide opportunities for children to participate in the presentation of ideas and the sharing of experience with others;
· celebrate the achievement of individuals and groups in the school;
· provide opportunities for worship and the development of spiritual awareness;
· enable children to make use of the moment of thought or prayer as a time of reflection, prayer, contemplation or meditation.
Guidelines
1. There will be a daily assembly, which includes collective worship. It will reflect a programme of themes which are planned in advance;
2. It is usual that all children take part in assemblies and collective worship unless they are withdrawn due to the written request of parents. 
3. During assemblies which focus on particular religions, such as those concerning festivals, it should be made clear that these are the beliefs of the followers of that particular religion.

4. All assemblies will end with a further opportunity for collective worship e.g. a prayer or ‘Moment of Thought’ about the focus for the assembly.  Everyone is expected to respect this time by bowing their heads and remaining silent.

5. The usual routine of assembly may change due to celebrating or marking specific festivals from the Christian and other faiths.  The school may also welcome a variety of speakers from faith and non-faith backgrounds.

Exemptions 
A parent can request that their child is excused from collective worship.  The school is obliged to agree with such requests. Parents do not have to give reasons. Pupils who are excused must be supervised by the school. The school may, in agreement with parents, provide alternative arrangements for worship for one or more pupils that are excused, but is not obliged to do so. The school prospectus refers to parents’ right to request that their child is excused from collective worship.  It also makes reference to alternative arrangements.
Assembly Timetable
	Day
	Assembly

	Monday
	‘Multicultural / Eco school ’ led by Mrs Cartwright.

	Tuesday
	‘RE ’ led by Mrs Seamons.

	Wednesday
	‘PSE’ and singing led by Mrs Lloyd / Miss Eynon


	Thursday
	‘Welsh Assembly’ - led by Miss Caldwwell


	Friday
	‘Celebration Assembly led by Head Teacher.  
This celebrates to the hard work of all pupils.  Awards are given for good behaviour, good work and Welsh speaker of the week.


*Please note – all assemblies include some act of collective worship.
Typical structure of assembly themes throughout the year are to be found in the Collective Worship / Assembly file
Assemblies
· Children are expected to enter and leave the hall quietly.
· They stand in a line until told to sit
· Teachers stay until adult taking assembly says Bore da and children respond.

· A candle is lit.

· While the children are in the Hall, they sit in class groups on the floor.

· Music, in harmony with the theme, is played at the start and end of the assembly.

· A hymn or song, appropriate to the theme of the week, is sung.

· A story is told and a prayer said.

· Other members of the community may be invited to take assemblies.
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